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“Empowering the Majority is Critical” 
 

Harry Braun’s 2016 Democratic Presidential Campaign Committee Is organized as an Article V 
Constitutional Convention to both pass and ratify the 28-word Democracy Amendment Braun has 
written, which will empower the majority of citizens to approve all laws with an Article V Citizen Ballot 
that can be downloaded as a verifiable paper ballot from the DemocracyAmendmentUSA.net website.  
When a majority of voters in 38 states send in their ballots to their Secretary of State, where they can 
be verified, counted and archived, the 28th Amendment for Democracy will be ratified.   

 
 

1. Harry Braun’s Federal Elections Commission (FEC) 2016 Presidential Registration Document 

http://phoenixprojectfoundation.us/uploads/FEC_Registration_2016.pdf. 
 

2. Internal Revenue System (IRS) Braun for President Registration Document  

http://phoenixprojectfoundation.us/uploads/IRS_2015_BraunforPresident_campaign_committee.pdf 
 

Harry Braun is the CEO and senior scientist of Mesa Wind LLC since 2000, and the Phoenix Project 
Foundation since 1984, the Science News Network.US (SNN) and the Democracy Amendment USA.net 
527 independent expenditure political action committee (i.e., super PAC). Braun was born in Compton, 
California in 1948, although he grew up in the Denver, Colorado area until he was sixteen, when his family 
moved to Phoenix, Arizona. Other than his work assignment on Maui for two years, Braun resided in 
Arizona until 2012, when he and his wife Dorothy retired to a home located on a golf course in an old-
growth forest in Canton, Georgia. Braun’s political career began in 1984 when was the Democratic 
challenger in Arizona’s First Congressional District against the Republican incumbent John McCain.  

 

The World According to Braun 

by Doug MacEachern, The New Times, page 3, September 26, 1984 
 

“Wouldn’t it be great to find a candidate for the U.S. Congress who had a solution to all of the catastrophic 
problems of our day?  The list of those problems is long, but let’s look at the top few: impending nuclear 
holocaust; pollution; (exponential) depletion of energy resources, and economic instability spurred on by 
vast deficits.  A solution to any one of these fearful crises would undoubtedly merit bags full of Nobel prizes 
for whoever offered it.  Well, someone does have a solution.  At least he sincerely believes he does. Harry 
Braun, Democratic opponent of John McCain in District 1, is convinced that his solution – a worldwide 
conversion to hydrogen power, from power now supplied by fossil fuel and nuclear plants – represents the 
difference between an idyllic future and doomsday.” Yet Braun was often dismissed by the media as a 
“single issue” candidate.  The full story is on page 21. 

 

Candidate serious on energy issues 

By Max Jennings, Executive Editor, The Mesa Tribune, page A7, May 7, 1986.  
 

“Harry Braun is shouldering a disproportionate share of the responsibility for fixing some of the 
world’s most pressing problems. While the rest of us are sitting around worrying about acid rain, 
nuclear waste, oil depletion, strip mining, air pollution and things worse, Braun is a one-man 
campaign to do something about it.”  The complete story is on page 17.   

http://phoenixprojectfoundation.us/uploads/FEC_Registration_2016.pdf
http://phoenixprojectfoundation.us/uploads/IRS_2015_BraunforPresident_campaign_committee.pdf
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Harry Braun’s 2012 Presidential Campaign 

 

3. Harry Braun campaigning in Iowa in 2012, The Daily Iowan,  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-fFg31zKL4c. 
 

4. Candidate’s call for more direct democracy should be heeded, Editorial, The Daily Iowan, 

University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa, Thursday, July 28, 2011: 

http://dailyiowan.lib.uiowa.edu/DI/2011/di2011-07-28.pd 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-fFg31zKL4c
http://dailyiowan.lib.uiowa.edu/DI/2011/di2011-07-28.pd
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5. Harry Braun, The Phoenix Project: Shifting to a Solar Hydrogen Economy by 2020, Chemical 

Industry & Chemical Engineering Quarterly, 14 (2) 2008, pp 107-118. 

http://www.doiserbia.nb.rs/img/doi/1451-9372/2008/1451-93720802107B.pdf. 
 

The most serious energy, economic and environmental problems are related 
to the use of fossil and nuclear fuels, which are rapidly diminishing and highly  
polluting. Approximately 5 million 2-MW wind systems would displace all the rapidly 
diminishing and highly polluting fossil and nuclear fuels now used in the U.S., and 
approximately 20 million units would displace the use of fossil fuels worldwide.  
Given 16 million new vehicles are sold in the U.S. annually, and because the power 
conversion units of wind systems are very similar to an automobile from a 
manufacturing perspective, the 5 million units for the U.S. could be manufactured in 
less than a year once the tooling is in place. In addition, given its vast land and 
seawater resources, the U.S. could be rapidly transformed from being the world’s 
largest energy importer into the world’s largest energy exporter of solar-sourced 
hydrogen, the only “universal fuel” that can power virtually any vehicle with a carbon-
free source of energy that is inexhaustible. 
 

Harry Braun’s 2004 Presidential Campaign  

Harry Braun addressing The New England Community Action Association, January of 2004 
 

 
 

 

6. C-Span report on Harry Braun’s 2004 Presidential Campaign in New Hampshire: 

http://www.c-span.org/video/?179804-1/lesserknown-presidential-candidates-forum 
 

 

http://www.doiserbia.nb.rs/img/doi/1451-9372/2008/1451-93720802107B.pdf
http://www.c-span.org/video/?179804-1/lesserknown-presidential-candidates-forum
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7. Harry Braun’s Phoenix Project Documentary produced in 2000, followed by a September 21, 

1990 ABC News Report with Peter Jennings on a Hydrogen Homestead built by John 

Lorenzen, a farmer in Iowa with a 6th grade education.  Published online by Google,  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lHfrWpv8eAg. 
 

8. Joel Achenbach. "A Show of Hands; Today's D.C. Primary May Not Count, but to Organizers 

It Still Matters." The Washington Post. Washingtonpost Newsweek Interactive. 

2004.HighBeam Research. 4 Jul. 2015 <http://www.highbeam.com>. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lHfrWpv8eAg
http://www.highbeam.com/doc/1P2-149257.html
http://www.highbeam.com/doc/1P2-149257.html
http://www.highbeam.com/
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9. Harry Braun, “Hydrogen offers a chance to break oil addiction.” The Arizona Republic, 10/21/2001. 
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10. Harry Braun Advisory Board Member of the International Association for Hydrogen Energy 

http://www.iahe.org/advisory.asp?did=46.   
 

 

11. Harry Braun, Solar Stirling Gensets for Large-Scale Hydrogen Production, The Winter Annual 

meeting of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers, Solar Energy Technology, Vol 13, 

pp. 21-31, ASME 1992: 
  

“Many of the most serious global environmental and economic problems are 
related to the fact that the industrialized world is based on a fossil fuel (i.e., petroleum, 
coal, methane, etc.) energy and economic system that does not factor in the extensive 
environmental costs that are inevitable with such a system.  Fossil (and nuclear) fuels 
have a negative environmental impact from the point of exploration, drilling, recovery, 
transportation and transportation to their final end-use as a (highly-toxic and non-
renewable) combustion fuel . . .” 

“The burning of fossil fuels results in significant urban air pollution, acid 
deposition, and greenhouse-effect gasses, principally carbon dioxide [1, 2].  Given the 
exponential increase in these environmental contaminants, there is a strong incentive to 
move as rapidly as possible to energy resources and systems that can operate in 
balance with the Earth’s biological life-support systems.  Such an energy does exist. It 
has been referred to as the solar hydrogen energy system, but given the more 
comprehensive implications that are involved, many scientists and engineers refer to 
this system as the “hydrogen economy” [3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8].”   

“Hydrogen is not just another energy option like petroleum, coal, nuclear or solar.  
Rather, it is an inexhaustible “universal fuel” that can unite virtually all energy sources 
with all energy uses. It is the primary fuel for the sun and other stars, and can be 
economically manufactured from a wide-range of sources, including virtually all biomass 
feedstocks, such as sewage sludge or paper, as well as hazardous wastes, or water by 
the process of electrolysis.”   

“One gallon of water has a hydrogen energy content of about 52,000 British 
Thermal Units (Btu), compared to gasoline that contains about 120,000 Bu.  Thus, 
about 2.3 gallons of water will be required to extract enough hydrogen to equal the 
energy contained in one gallon of gasoline. However, it takes about 18 gallons of water 
to make one gallon of gasoline from crude oil.” 

“Of all of the solar technologies field tested in recent years, point-focus-
concentrator “dish Stirling” systems presently hold the world’s record for converting 
sunlight into grid-quality electricity, with an overall efficiency of about 30 percent.  
Dish Stirling systems can also be operated during non-solar hours with chemical fuels 
such as natural gas or hydrogen, and they can also be used to detoxify a wide-range of 
hazardous compounds.   

From a manufacturing perspective, dish Stirling generator-sets (gensets) are 
similar to automobiles, and if they are mass-produced on a similar scale, they have the 
potential to generate electricity for less than $0.02 cents per kilowatt hour.  Like 
“technological trees” dish gensets can be installed by the millions in vast “forests” that 
would typically be located in areas of high solar insolation.  As such, dish-Stirling 
systems represent a proven and potentially cost-effective technology that could be 
mass-produced for large-scale hydrogen production.” 
 
 

http://www.iahe.org/advisory.asp?did=46
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Braun’s 1986 Congressional Race against Jay Rhodes 

 

12.  Adrianne Flynn, “1st District candidate says solar energy only answer,” Tempe Daily News, 

June 3, 1986. 
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13.   Max Jennings, executive editor, “Candidate (Braun) serious on energy issues,” The Mesa 

Tribune, May 7, 1986: 

 

 
 

 

14. Don Harris, Sunshine Man: Braun hopes solar solution stirs District 1 voters, The Arizona 

Republic, August 22, 1986, Valley & State, page B1.   

 

15. The Arizona Republic, October 10, 1986, Special Edition, “Braun says energy is not his 

only issue in House campaign.” 
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16.  Adrian Flynn, “District 1 Democrat finds hope in hydrogen,” The Mesa Tribune, Vol. 38, No. 

202, page 1, August 19, 1986.   
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Braun’s technical research made him aware of the solar “Dish Stirling” systems, shown below,  
which established a new world’s efficiency record for converting solar energy into grid-quality electricity  

at over 30 percent.  The prototype systems on the left were initially developed by NASA and the Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory at Edwards Air Force Base.  The dish system on the right (with a central receiver Power Tower in the 
background), was refined for commercial production by McDonnell Douglas and Kockums of Sweden, who had 

developed the highly-efficient Stirling engines for use in non-nuclear attack submarines in Sweden.   
 

   
 

Note each mirror facet on the solar concentrator is the same size as the hood or fender of an automobile, which 
could also be powered by the 4-cylinder Stirling-cycle engine, which was initially developed in the 1800’s. 
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17.   Adrianne Flynn, “Braun broadens appeal, shows promise in District 1 race,” The Mesa 

Tribune, October 6, 1986. 
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18.  Adrianne Flynn, “1st District contest heats up after debate,” The Mesa Tribune, October 20, 

1986. 
 

 
 

19.  The Arizona Republic, October 24, 1986 / Valley & State / page B1 “Braun levels attack on 

Rhodes over CAP.” 
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20.  Stephen Higgins, “Braun blasts CAP as welfare for rich,” Scottsdale Progress, October 23, 

1986. 
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21. Ellen M. Young, “Free Market should determine who pays for water,” ASU State Press, 

Volume 69 No 39, October 20, 1986: 
 

 
 

 

Braun’s cited reports included the following: 

 

“Braun claims Rhodes misunderstands CAP water issue,” Tempe Daily News, October 24, 

1986, page B3, where Braun’s claims were confirmed by Tempe’s assistant water expert to 

the city manager, Bill Pederson.  

 

 “Policy of Secrecy: Water District shies from open meetings,” published in The Arizona 

Republic, April 14, 1985, page A15.  

 

“Hidden subsidies raise real cost of project,” The Phoenix Gazette, April 29, 1986. 

“Subsidies helping to fund Central Arizona Project deliveries to agriculture and urban 

consumers are many and well hidden.”  The full article is provided on below on page 16. 
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22. Scottsdale Progress, October 24, 1986 / Opinion page / Congressional Races: “Braun has 

long advocated converting hydrogen into fuel which would be non-polluting.  He believes 

that an energy shortage is coming and that hydrogen is the best answer.  Braun has some 

good ideas and deserves much credit for running.” 

 

23. “Candidate (Braun) advocates new energy system,” by Michael Rowell, Arizona State 

University (ASU) State Press, September 12, 1986, pages 1 & 7:  
 

Democratic Congressional Candidate Harry Braun said Thursday his 

proposal to change the American energy system to a hydrogen energy system will 

make Arizona “the Saudi Arabia of the United States.”  

Braun said hydrogen energy dishes – that use sunlight to break water down 

into hydrogen and oxygen – would be placed primarily in the southwestern deserts, 

greatly benefitting the Arizona economy.   

Braun, 37, is running against Jay Rhodes for the District 1 seat vacated by 

John McCain.   

Braun told about 70 ASU students he advocates the hydrogen energy 

system because scientists from more than 82 countries say it is the way to solve 

the problem of more people competing for fewer resources. 

“We are just like the great ship, The Titanic,” Braun said. “We are heading 

for an iceberg, and if we don’t change course we’re going to hit it.” 

Braun proposes to use automobile factories to build solar dishes that would 

convert water into hydrogen and oxygen.   

“I’m coming to you with technology that the engineers at Ford and General 

Motors have assured me is no more difficult to build than an automobile.”  

“And if there is anything we know how to do in this country, it is make 

automobiles.” 

Braun said that the government would only have to start up and regulate the 

program and that it would mostly be paid for with private sector money. 

“This dish technology, unlike a missile, provides a rate of return in the 

investment capital.” 

He said that the hydrogen energy system would be very beneficial to the 

environment because they only produce only hydrogen and oxygen. 

“I like to call them technological trees.” 

He said that another benefit of hydrogen energy is that “we’ll never run out 

of resources.” 

We can leave it and deed it to our children’s children’s children.” 

Braun called nuclear power “ominous.” 

“You can rest assured that people thousands of years from now are going to 

be looking back at this generation and saying, ‘How could they have been so cruel 

and so mindless to create these deadly wastes and poison the planet so they can 

have their neon signs and hair dryers?’ ” 
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In other issues, Braun says he opposes cuts in federal financial aid because 

he believes education is “the first and foremost priority in our country.” 

“I would do everything possible to rebuild our educational system,” said the 

former high school science teacher and ASU graduate. 

Braun, a research analyst, commented on his opponent, a lawyer.   

“I have nothing negative to say about Jay, except he is a lawyer, and if we 

elect him to Congress, you can rest assured nothing will happen.” 

When he was asked about health care, he said “I support a national health 

care system for all Americans.” 

“I will work, if elected to Congress, to get that kind of a system enacted.” 

Braun said he was opposed to the government’s support of the Contra’s in 

Nicaragua for many reasons. 

“The most obvious reason is that to use American taxpayers money to hire 

mercenary soldiers, to give them automatic weapons to go shoot and maim 

people, is despicable.  

“We are in violation of international law.  We have become an outlaw 

country. 

Braun does not support sending aid to any country that is a dictatorship or 

violates human rights. 

“I do not think we should be spending one nickel of American taxpayers’ 

money going to a dictatorship that does not respect human rights or international 

law.” 

Braun also had a tongue-in-cheek method of undermining the communist 

regime in the Soviet Union.   

“If we want to undermine the Soviet system, we ought to get as many 

Russians as we can fit on the boat, and we ought to get ‘em over here and take 

them shopping with you over at Smitty’s or Basha’s. 
 

 

24. State Press, October 9, 1986 “Braun, Rhodes address issues at campus debate.” by 

Michael Rowell:  
 

“Harry Braun, Democratic candidate for the U.S. House of 

Representatives, said “nothing will happen” if his Republican opponent Jay 

Rhodes is elected November 4.  

Braun and Rhodes are vying for the District 1 seat vacated by 

Republican Senate candidate John McCain. 

In a debate Wednesday in the MU (Memorial Union), Braun said “If Jay 

gets elected this November, and he may . . . I can make this guarantee for 

you: nothing will happen.” 

 “But if you send me to Congress, I have a very specific plan that we 

want to put on the national agenda.”   Braun was referring to his “100-page 

well-documented proposal that advocates a national conversion to a 

renewable energy system , namely hydrogen.   
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He said his plan is not partisan in nature and would have a broad-based 

appeal.   “And that’s we need in our country,” Braun said.  “Programs that unite our 

country and pull it together and not split it apart.”   

Questions for the candidates were posed by the State Press, The Tempe 

Daily News, and the Mesa Tribune.   

Rhodes, when asked his opinion on the energy situation, said he would 

encourage research and development to move toward renewable resources. 

 “The future of not just this country but mankind lies in moving to renewable 

resources.” He said. “That’s part of my reason for the emphasis upon the research 

and development, the technology, the space program; keeping America’s 

technological advantage and moving it forward.” 

In Rhodes’ opening statement he pushed for more research and development 

in the space program, saying the recent halt of the program due to the Challenger 

disaster has caused “serious dislocations in our technological advancement.” 

Rhodes acknowledged a problem when asked about cuts in student aid and 

added that “development of our mental resources” needs to be provided for.  “My 

belief is, though, that instead of straight grants, we will be moving towards student 

loans,” he said. 

Braun, in response to the financial aid question, said “I place education in our 

country at the very highest of priorities.  I think there’s no more important 

investment.” 

Regarding the space program, Braun said, “it has some merit, but added that 

“most of the funding that’s going into the space program is going it because of Star 

Wars.” 

 “When it comes down to cutting programs for people vs. cutting programs for 

the military, there’s no question in my mind what’s going to get cut; it’s going to be 

the military.” Braun said. 

 “I think the arms race is insane; I think it’s immoral; I think we must elect 

people to Congress who are willing to say that.” 

In rebuttal, Rhodes said his proposal to upgrade the space program has 

“nothing to do with the Strategic Defense Initiative.” Rhodes said he supports SDI as a 

way to get away from the current strategic policy of “mutually assured destruction . . .” 

The purpose of SDI is to say to the Soviet Union, ‘We have a defensive 

system that prevents you from getting through to our ballistic missiles, to our 

submarines, to our aircraft.’   It is designed to protect us. 

When asked about mandatory drug testing, Rhodes said, “It’s a scary kind of 

concept,” but added that he would support it for certain occupations, such as air 

traffic controllers and civil servants such as firemen.  

Braun acknowledged that drugs were a problem but pointed out that 

the most abused drugs are the legal ones – alcohol and nicotine. 

Braun also said $100 million in aid to the Contras was immoral, adding 

“It has made us an outlaw nation . . .” 
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Braun’s 1984 Congressional Race against John McCain 

 

 
 

Harry Braun’s 1984 Press Conference where he announced his 
District 1 Congressional Campaign against John McCain 

 

25.   Doug MacEachern, The World According to Braun, The New Times, page 3, September 26, 

1984: (Please refer to page 21 for an enlarged text) 
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“Wouldn’t it be great to find a candidate for the U.S. Congress who had a 
solution to all of the catastrophic problems of our day? 

The list of those problems is long, but let’s look at the top few: impending 
nuclear holocaust; pollution; (exponential) depletion of energy resources, and 
economic instability spurred on by vast deficits.  A solution to any one of these fearful 
crises would undoubtedly merit bags full of Nobel prizes for whoever offered it.   

Well, someone does have a solution.  At least he sincerely believes he does. 
Harry Braun, Democratic opponent of John McCain in District 1, is convinced 

that his solution – a worldwide conversion to hydrogen power, from power supplied 
by fossil fuels and nuclear plants – represents the difference between an idyllic future 
and doomsday.   

He has a vision: millions of desert acres covered with large metal dishes 
(technological trees, he calls them), together producing enough hydrogen fuel to 
power the entire nation. And that vision is his answer to the major problems facing 
the world. 

“The solution to these problems, he explains, “rests with solar energy.  When 
we’re talking about solar, we are really talking about hydrogen – the primordial 
(chemical) building block in the universe.” 

As presented by Braun at a news conference last week, hydrogen power 
would produce an inexhaustible supply of fuel, eliminate air pollution since hydrogen 
fuel exhaust is nothing more than clean steam, and create both economic stability 
and a new sense of national security since the U.S. would no longer have to fight the 
rest of the world for scarce petroleum.   

What’s even more exciting, he says, is that the technology for making the 
transition to a hydrogen fuel-based economy already is in place.  The roadblocks are 
purely political, which is why Braun is running for Congress. 

Unfortunately for Harry Braun, though, the roadblocks to politicizing a 
hydrogen nirvana are more complex than splitting the atom. 

It’s not just that his own party considers him a “naïve and idealistic” one-issue 
candidate.  And it’s not just that the press – which any legitimate must court and 
convince – generally views him as a crackpot.  The most insurmountable roadblock 
that Braun must face in his campaign is his competition.  John McCain – one of U.S. 
News and World Report’s 10 most watchable politicos, and the paladin of the state 
Republican party – is virtually guaranteed to return to Congress for a second term.   

“I realize that John McCain is the most popular Republican in the state,” Braun 
admitted in his news conference.  But what I am doing has nothing to do with partisan 
politics.  It has to do with basic physics and chemistry.  It’s 11:59 for every voter, for 
every person on this planet.” 

… The petroleum that goes into the construction of cars alone will change 
these times of cheap transportation forever, Braun says.  “We will be seeing $50,000 
and then $100,000 Chevrolets.  And that will be the end of the miracle. 

Braun, a 35-year-old research analyst and former high school anthropology 
teacher, already has made one stab at the District 1 congressional seat.  In 1976 he 
ran as an independent against John Rhodes and was so abysmally unsuccessful that 
Rhodes doesn’t even recall him having been in the race.   

Despite that experience, Braun still refuses to conduct a more traditional 
campaign “hoopla and slogans,” focusing instead on the one issue that he believes is 
central to all issues: “Our whole infrastructure is built on a fuel that cannot sustain us. 
And that’s built on a policy set by Republicans . . .”  
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“More often than not these days, political campaigns boil down to a matter of 

finances, and there too, Braun is in deep trouble.  McCain has reportedly has 
collected more than $270,000, while Braun has yet to crack four figures.   

Which is why Braun says he is dismayed that none of the TV stations that 
covered his press conference saw fit to broadcast any of his statements in their 
newscasts last week . . . “It’s suggesting to me that you have to be independently 
wealthy in order to buy all this paid political advertising to get noticed.” 

Considering the general reaction of the assembled press at Braun’s press 
conference-science lecture, the snub from the TV media is not too surprising. . .  

Braun admits that he is running for office as “a last resort.”  His main source 
of support, the International Association for Hydrogen Energy (iahe.org, a group of 
some 2,000 scientists and engineers) is not especially tuned into the world of 
politics.  That esoteric distance, he explains, hampers the hydrogen fuel cause.   

He notes that the association has approached many private companies for 
assistance, but without exception, (they) all responded by saying that without 
government leadership and funding, such a complex program could never be 
successfully accomplished.” 

 
26.   Sanaa Al-Marayati, “Candidate: Hydrogen alternative energy source, ASU State Press, page 5, 

September 24, 1984: 
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27.  Joel Nilsson, Candidate seeks to halt ;suicide’ energy policy: Urges moratorium on atomic 

weapons to foster research,” The Arizona Republic, September 19, 1984. 
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28. Tempe Daily News, September 19, 1984, page 3, “Braun outlines plan for energy mecca.” 
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29.  Susan Turley, “McCain vs, Braun, Tempe Daily News, October 23, 1984, page A3.    
 

 
 

30. “Here’s to platform candidates who shun hype, hoopla” by Paul Wolfe, Tempe Daily News, 

Saturday, September 25, 1984, page A4: 
 

We are apparently, about to be treated to a grand old American political 

tradition: Running for the platform rather than the office.   

From the earliest days of our political history there have been candidates who 

had no realistic hope of winning but who have what they believe is a vital message 

to bring to the populace.   
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They think the trappings and media exposure of a political campaign will help. 

Harry Braun, the Democrat who will challenge Congressman John McCain in 

the First District, made it clear that his intent during an election night appearance on 

Channel 8.  Braun is concerned about energy. He says we’re using oil too fast and 

there’s no national policy to handle the problem.  It’s going to be gone (i.e., global oil 

production will peak) in 15 years, he says.  

He may well be right.  Only time will tell.   

He’s due to discover something as he goes through the campaign, however.   

Using a political campaign to deliver a complicated socio-economic message 

doesn’t work anymore.   

Campaigns these days are all hype and hoopla.  Media events. 

If the whole pitch won’t fit into a five minutes at a candidates’ forum or can’t 

be put on one slid of a flier, nobody will pay any attention . . .”  
 

 



Harry Braun’s Publication History, Page 27 

 

 

31. Susan Turley, “McCain, Braun vie for House seat,” Tempe Daily News, Sunday, October 

14, 1984, page 1 and A4: 
 

Many newcomers to the East Valley are surprised to learn U.S. Rep. John 

McCain, the Republican from Arizona’s First Congressional District, has only been in 

the state a few years. 

 McCain, who has risen quickly as one of the GOP’s brightest stars, was cited 

recently by U.S. News & World Report as one of 10 people likely to be “the nation’s 

political leaders of the future.” 

 Harry Braun III knows of the name recognition McCain has at home and 

realizes the congressman’s political base is increasing outside the district.  

 He acknowledges that his change of pulling off a win against McCain in the 

Nov. 6 general election are slim, especially in a congressional district where 

Republicans have a 50-38 percent advantage over Democrats.  The District hasn’t 

elected a Democrat since 1948.  (Note Harry Braun was born Nov. 6, 1948). 

 So why is Braun, with a shoestring budget and practically no support from the 

state party, mounting a campaign that many political observers say will fail? 

 “It’s because I believe the most serious issue facing the country is not even 

being discussed by either party” he said.  During his career as a research analyst, 

he’s come to believe the issue of overriding importance is a transition to renewable 

energy sources to prevent a catastrophic fuel shortage by the year 2000.   

 “It’s one thing to be aware of the problem, but I know how to solve it,” Braun 

said.  “If I don’t do anything else about this, no one else is going to.” 

 . . . Braun calls his answer to the energy shortage the “Phoenix Project.”  The 

program calls for placing in Arizona and other Sun Belt states solar dishes with 

engines attached to extract hydrogen gas from water.  The principle is the same as 

that used by green plants (i.e., photosynthesis). 

 Hydrogen energy is technologically possible and it is safer, cleaner, less 

expensive and more efficient than fossil fuels like oil,” Braun said.  In about 15 years, 

it will cost more to extract fossil fuels than they’re worth, he said.  

 An organization (i.e., the International Association for Hydrogen Energy 

(iahe.org)) promoting hydrogen energy has met with almost total failure after 

repeated efforts to make federal officials aware of both the problem and the solution, 

Braun said.  He also has had much the same results in talking with the Arizona 

congressional delegation.   

 While he has nothing against McCain personally, “he’s supporting President 

Reagan’s policy that the government doesn’t belong in the energy business.” 

 “The policy we’ve been given by the Republicans of doing nothing to solve 

this problem . . . is a policy of suicide.” 

 Converting to hydrogen fuel “is not a technical problem, it’s a political 

problem.” 

 Despite his emphasis on hydrogen energy, Braun said criticisms that he is a 

one-issue candidate are unfounded. 
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 “If we don’t solve this (energy) issue, then all others can’t be solved,” he said. 

 “When energy prices go up, (the cost of) every product produced in the 

economy goes up, and so does inflation, and so do interest rates . . . All those things 

are directly related to how we use energy.” 

 A hydrogen-based system also would give a boost to many declining U.S. 

industries, he said, citing the need for copper to line pipes transporting the fuel. 

 It also affects the arms race, because time, money and the work of scientists 

invested in weapons could be better spent on energy, he said. 

 After studying and visiting the Soviet Union, he’s convinced if the United 

States appeals to Russia’s instincts of self-preservation, both countries could 

negotiate a 15-year moratorium on arms the arms buildups to allow an emphasis on 

developing alternative (i.e., renewable hydrogen) energy sources. 

 Braun opposes the Reagan administration’s policy in Central America.  He 

said it supports often brutal right-wing dictatorships, rather than addressing the 

fundamental cause for the area’s unrest, “which is poverty not communism.” 

 He also suggested a two-pronged attack on government waste: providing 

whistle blowers – government employees who report misuse of tax dollars – with 

legislative protection and retaliation, and giving them a percentage of the wasted 

money they find. 

 Every employee would then be looking for waste, and the taxpayers would 

save far more than the program would cost, he said. 

 Both Braun and McCain see controlling health care costs as a serious 

problem.    

 McCain said . . . “I really think that the only way we are going to address the 

health care problem is on the national level, because it is a national problem.”  

 He predicts congressional study of a measure calling for a nation-wide 

program of diagnostic-related groups, in which hospitals and doctors charge set fees 

for certain types of operations and services. . .  

 Braun said one of the most important factors in controlling health-care costs is 

an increased government emphasis on preventative medicine through diet, exercise 

and more exposure to the sun’s beneficial light.   

 “Medicine is big business,” he said.  It’s all based on treating diseases. 

There’s no profit incentive to prevent them.” 

 He also called for establishing a national health care institute and increased 

government regulation of hospitals. . .  

 Braun said his chances for winning are based on appealing to the common 

sense of the people in both parties and making them realize the seriousness of the 

impending energy crisis. “This is not a partisan issue,” he said. 

 If he does lose this election, Braun will continue to fight for the transition to 

hydrogen energy.  “This is a warm-up for John for the Senate race, and this is a 

warm-up for me.” 
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32. “Congressional candidates debate at ASU forum,” by Sanaa Al-Marayati, ASU State Press, 

November 6, 1984, page 3: 
 

The two candidates running for Arizona’s 1st Congressional District in the 

U.S. House of Representatives closed their campaigns Monday at ASU during the 

last public debate before the election.  

Republican Rep. John McCain and Democratic challenger Harry Braun both 

said student funds should not be cut, one of a number of issues the two agreed on 

as they spoke on the lawn west of Cady Mall . . .  

Both candidates said they disagreed with abortion, but Braun said he doesn’t 

consider abortion murder.  “I won’t say that a woman is committing a murder as 

Reagan said,” Braun said.  I would vote for abortion only because two-thirds of the 

public favors abortion.” 

Braun disagreed with McCain on defense spending.   

“There is a high deficit because of the defense spending,” Braun said, adding 

that the Reagan administration is wasting money on equipment that is speculative. 

“Everything we have built, the Soviets have matched.  If we really want 

communicate with the Soviets, we should stop calling them names.” 

Research on non-nuclear defense weapons in space is a way out of the arms 

race, according to McCain. 

He was referring to the laser-equipped weapons of President Reagan’s “Star 

Wars” strategy. 

Braun should the emphasis should be on building effective aircraft. 

“It’s OK to do research, but we must consider if it will work,” he said. “I would 

be secure with having workable equipment, because it is scary just to have all these 

PhDs work on the equipment in the field.” 

McCain supported Braun’s theory that hydrogen should be used as a primary 

energy source.   

Braun said there is an energy dilemma because the United States relies on 

rapidly diminishing fossil fuels. 

“I am in the race because I am concerned with the economy,” Braun said.  

“We are going to hit an iceberg.”  Braun said the problem with energy is not a 

technical problem, but a political one. 

McCain said Braun’s idea on a hydrogen energy alternative “has a great deal 

of merit.” 

McCain said if re-elected, he will invite Braun to Washington D.C. in January 

to introduce the hydrogen issue to Congress.” 
 

 

__________________________________ 

 

 

(However, after more than 30 years, McCain has never followed through 

with his promise, as the climate change exponentially worsened, the economy 

collapsed and the oil wars intensified in the Middle East and Europe.  

                                                                          – Harry Braun, June 2015 
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33.  Letter to the editor, “Hydrogen lost to a young McCain,” The Arizona Republic, June 4, 2008. 
 

 

 

"I often wonder how this country's future energy policy might have been different if Harry 

Braun had been elected to Arizona's 1st Congressional District in November 1984 rather 

than his opponent. I had the privilege of working in Harry's congressional campaign nearly 

24 years ago when he ran against a then first-term congressman named John McCain. 

Harry's campaign platform was complex but simple: Convert the United States to a 

hydrogen energy economy and turn Arizona into the 'Saudi Arabia of hydrogen energy.' As 

history reflects, and unfortunately for all of us, McCain, The Arizona Republic and a 

majority of voters in the 1st District would have none of Harry's hydrogen-energy 

'nonsense' and McCain won in a landslide." 
 

This Harry Braun name rang a bell. Sure enough, he's been promoting the late UMass 

Professor William Heronemus' offshore wind concepts. 
 

FROM: QUOTAMOUR.LIVEJOURNAL.COM 

Interesting! 
 

Yeah, it's kind of embarrassing that McCain represents my beloved Land of AZ.  

DATE: 2008-06-05 12:45 AM (UTC) 

FROM: WEBFARMER.LIVEJOURNAL.COM 

 

http://www.waternunc.com/gb2005/windship_braun_2005.htm
http://www.waternunc.com/gb2005/windship_braun_2005.htm
http://quotamour.livejournal.com/
http://webfarmer.livejournal.com/
http://www.dreamwidth.org/profile?userid=32424&t=I
http://www.dreamwidth.org/profile?userid=149671&t=I
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34. Betty Beard, Hydrogen touted as future energy source, The Arizona Republic, January 9, 1983. 
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35. Kitty Maclnnis, Quality of light held important to your health, Phoenix Gazette, Nov. 17, 1982. 

 

 
 

Some of Braun’s important photobiology technical citations that were used in his 

presentations to the engineering and medical investigators at the U.S. Air Force 

School of Aerospace Medicine and the U.S. Naval Medical Command in 

Washington, D.C., included the following: 
 

Richard Wurtman, “The Effects of Light on the Human Body,” Scientific American, July, 1975, 

Vol. 233, No. 1, pp. 68-77. (Wurtman is a professor of medicine and endocrinology at MIT, 

and a brief overview of his paper is provided below): 
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W. F. Loomis, “Rickets”, Scientific American, vol. 223, No 6, pp. 77-91, December 1970. 
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